560                             THE     MEDICI

one had firmly established himself as despotic ruler of Tus-
cany. Bronzino's portrait of him in the Pitti Gallery (one of
the best portraits that Bronzino ever executed), painted,
Vasari tells us, when Cosimo was forty, accords closely with
the description of his appearance given by contemporary
writers; these state that his face gave no indication of the
great abilities which he possessed, and that he had ua dark
and impenetrable disposition," with a power of fierce and
relentless anger, all the more terrible because it burnt under
the surface.

For the first ten years of his reign Cosimo was chiefly
occupied in strengthening his position as Duke of Florence.
The three main factors in European politics weie, as befoie,
Francis I, Charles V, and the Pope (Paul III). During the
years 1536 and 1537 the latter had continued to labour
earnestly to bring about peace between the two antagonists,1;
but for some time without avail. At length in June 1538 he
got both Charles and Francis to come to Nice; though they
would not meet, and the Pope had to conduct negotiations
by personally visiting them alternately. So that much credit
is due to him for the success he eventually achieved in getting
them to agree to a truce which caused a cessation of the
conflict for four years. At the end of that time, however, they
were again at war, and Cosimo had to choose his side* Aban-
doning the traditional Florentine policy of alliance with
France, Cosimo throughout his reign threw himself heart and
soul on the side of the Emperor, opposing the opeiations of
the French in Italy on all occasions. At the same time, be-
ginning as the Emperor's vassal, he gradually purchased his
independence. When the war between Francis and Charles
was resumed in 1542, and five separate French armies invaded
Charles's territories, the Emperor, to raise troops to meet this
attack, borrowed money largely from Cosimo,15 who in return
obtained the withdrawal of the imperial garrisons from Flor-
ence and Pisa. The same process was repeated on several
subsequent occasions, Cosimo taking a step further in the